
 
Summary of 5/08/2024 Decommissioning Update given during Board of Trustees Meeting:  
 
The Supervisor gave an update regarding the Decommissioning of the J H Campbell plant, which is now 
approximately one year from the announced closure date.  
 
He stated that in an effort to better inform residents, the township has added a “Decommissioning” 
landing page on the Port Sheldon Township Webpage, www.portsheldontwp.org  
This will be where the Township will post any updates & new information that we receive. 
 
Additionally, Consumers Energy has set up a web portal (linked on the Township Decommissioning 
Landing Page) which includes the timeline for the closure, and other details related to the just transition of 
the plant, as well as measures taken to insure reliable power production into the future. 
 
There are still a fair number of unknowns, but a few things we do know at this point. (summarized below) 
 
Closure of the plant is slated for May of 2025 

• There will be a period of about 6 months were the plant will be “cold and dark” while it is 
disconnected from the grid 

• Consumers will halt coal deliveries in the fall, and “burn down” the pile toward closure. 
• Following the disconnection, demolition and abatement will begin, which could take several years, 

while the plant is dismantled. 
Certain aspects of the Consumers landscape and ownership will remain post closure:  

• East of Lakeshore Drive, approximately 600 acres containing the fly ash landfills, and leachate 
ponds which will be maintained and monitored by Consumers 30 years post production. *Mandatory 
Reporting to EPA and other government agencies (Amber Area on map) 

• The high voltage corridor and substation will also remain in the township after the closure as part 
of the Electric grid. (Pink area on map) 

 

Current and Future power needs: (most frequently asked question) 
The J.H. Campbell Plant has capacity for approximately 1450 Megawatts of peak power. (currently it runs a well 
below that output) 

• To replace the capacity which will be lost by closure of the J.H. Campbell plant, Consumers Energy has 
purchased and put online the Natural Gas Generating Plant in Covert, MI (1200 MW capacity) 

• The Covert Plant was formerly connected to the East coast grid, but is now online with the MISO Grid 
(which is where our power comes from)   

http://www.portsheldontwp.org/


• Consumers has also extended the dates for closure of the natural gas plants on the east side of the 
state (Karn plants) previously scheduled for shutdown in 2023. 

• Consumers is also pursuing the addition of more renewables, and battery storage in Michigan to further 
bolster their power reliability. 

Master Planning efforts that intersect with the announced early closure of the plant. 

• Lastly, the Supervisor mentioned that the township is underway with the required Master Plan 
Review/Revision (Required every 5 years of all townships)  

• Master plan process involves an intensive public engagement effort, where there will be multiple 
opportunities for residents to give their input on all aspects of the township. 

• There is a portion of the Master plan survey that solicits resident’s desires for the remaining 
consumers property that may be open to redevelopment (recalling that large portions will stay in 
their present state for 30 years or more, post power production)  

• There is also a new landing page on the township website where residents can learn about the 
Master plan process, and what it is, and isn’t.  Additionally, residents will find links to the surveys 
and public engagement events on this page where they can get involved. 

Final note: 

At any time, you can call, email, or stop in for questions, the Township officials have all spent many hours over 
the last several years preparing, becoming educated, and assessing the impacts of the early retirement of the 
J.H. Campbell Plant.  One of the first things I did after appointment as Supervisor was to call a meeting of the 
Board to brainstorm, and assess the impacts of closure, and put in place plans to position the township to best 
navigate this change. 
 
The Township officials, and staff are more than willing to address any questions or concerns you may have. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 

Michael A Sabatino, Township Supervisor 


